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INTRODUCTION TO THE LEARNING ACHIEVEMENT TARGETS (LATs) HANDBOOK  
The Learning Achievement Targets (LATs) booklet is an important source of reference material for teachers in the preparation of 

teaching and learning guides or notes. This revised version has been aligned with the revised syllabi and course textbooks for the 

Lower Basic, in the Core Subjects (English, Mathematics and Integrated Studies for grades 1 ï 4 and English, Mathematics, Science 

and Social and Environmental Studies for grades 5 & 6). In addition, the revised booklet lays great emphasis on the three domains of 

teaching and learning, namely: knowledge, skills and attitudes. Hence, for effective lesson preparation and delivery, LAT booklets 

should not be used in isolation but alongside with the syllabi, textbooks and teachersô guides. 

 

As the Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education strives to achieve its policy objectives of Quality Education by the year 2015, we 

call upon all stakeholders at school level particularly teachers in the classroom to effectively use this LATs booklet to adequately 

prepare our children who are our future generation for responsible citizenship. Teachers should acquaint themselves with the content 

of the booklets and endeavour to see that pupils achieve the targets stated therein at the end of each term and school year 

respectively. This is because items/questions for the National Assessment Tests (NAT) are developed from the LATs and failure to 

achieve the targets may pose a problem for pupils during NAT examinations.  

 

In a similar vein MOBSE calls on both internal monitors such as head teachers and senior teachers and external monitors including 

Cluster Monitors and Regional Officers to familiarise themselves with the LATs in order to ensure their proper usage in the 

classroom. In addition we urge monitors to closely monitor the impact of the LATs on pupilsô performances, as well as provide 

support to teachers whenever needed. In fact, this is the main route for the Quality Assurance of Teaching and Learning in schools as 

encapsulated in the MOBSE Quality Assurance Framework (QAF). Stakeholders at different levels i.e. classroom teachers, head 

teachers, deputies, senior teachers and SMCs, Cluster Monitors and Regional Officers should attend to their duties as well as give 

support to those under them to achieve quality education. Furthermore the LAT booklets can also serve as an important source of 

reference material for such professional development activities for teachers at school, cluster and regional levels. 

 

On a final note, MOBSE wishes to acknowledge with sincere gratitude, the effort, committmentthe trust, confidence and invaluable 

input of all partners who in one way or the other took part in the development and validation of the LATs for the Lower Basic 

Schools. 

 

............................... 

Permanent Secretary 

Minist ry of Basic and Secondary Education 
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ENGLISH  LANGUAGE   

GRADE 2 

 

ATTITUDES  

Pupils should be able to: 

 

¶ Demonstrate awareness that words convey meaning. 

¶ Show that they recognize that listening, speaking, reading and writing are important tools for communication. 

¶ Appreciate the necessity of understanding and being understood when one uses language. 

¶ Show a willingness to use English in a variety of contexts and situations. 

¶ Build confidence in using English as a medium for transacting their daily activities. 

¶ Demonstrate awareness that reading is enjoyable. 

¶ Demonstrate awareness that reading can impart knowledge. 

¶ Show that they recognise that neat and legible writing is necessary for effective communication. 

¶ Show respect for books 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

GRADE 2 

TERM 1 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE  SKILLS  

1. Personal Information 

 

 

2. Prepositions  

 

 

 

3. Verb  

 

 

 

 

4. Tenses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Nouns 

 

 

6. Vocabulary Development 

 

 

Pupils should be able to ask each other a variety of  questions (in pairs), e.g. what is your name ? How old are 

you ? How many sisters do you have ? 

 

Pupils should be able to extend their knolwledge of  common prepositions (near, beside, to, under)  to 

determine positions and places 

e.g.  Near the tree. Beside the market. To the office. etc  

 

Pupils should be able to : 

¶ Identify and use the verb óto beô in questions and answers, E.g. what is this?  It is a book. Are these 

toys? Yes, they are. Am I a boy? No, you are a girl. 

¶ Use the present tense of the verb óto haveô in sentences, e.g. Have you eaten? Yes I have/No I havenôt.    

Pupils should be able to :  

¶ Discuss what they do daily using the Simple Present Tense of the verb. E.g. I brush my teeth every 

day. My father goes to work everyday.  Do you wash your uniform? I like oranges. Can you jump?  

 

¶ Use the Present Continuous Tense in speech, e.g. What are you doing? I am sweeping the floor. 

What is she doing? She is talking etc. 

Pupils should be able to use a/an and some with singular and plural nouns, e.g. some water, some mangoes, a 

classroom, a boy, an egg, an umbrella. Etc.  

 

 

Pupils should be able to  extend their vocabulary on common activites carried out in school and at home. E.g. 

We sweep our classroom. She greets her teacher. I wash my uniform. 
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7. Writing   

 

Pupils should be able to : 

 

¶ Write short stories using drawings and words to express their thoughts. 

¶ Participate in group/shared writing activities. 

¶ Copy short phrases and sentences beginning with capital letters and ending with full stops. 

¶ Spell a range of CVC and high frequency words used in grade one. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

GRADE 2 

TERM 2 

 

KNOWLEDGE  SKILLS  

1.Dialogue  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.Tenses  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.Possessive Adjectives 

 

Pupils should be able to use appropriate vocabulary to engage in sporting, festivals, and shopping dialogues,  

e.g.  

- Sporting: kick, ball, score, goal, whistle, etc. 

- Festivals: food, happy, mosque, church, Tobaski, Easte, etc. 

- Shopping: sweets, rice, cola, money, cup, shop, etc. 

 

Pupils should be able to use a wide range of the following tenses through questions and answers. E.g. 

¶ Simple Present tense with the verb ñto haveò e.g. Have you done your work? Yes I have/No I havenôt. 

Has she eaten? Yes he/ she has/hasnôt eaten 

¶ Negative form of Present Simple Tense to describe actions, likes and dislikes, e.g. Do you live in 

Bakau? No I donôt live in Bakau. Does Lamin live in Serrekunda? No he doesnôt live in Serrekunda. 

Do you like like Cassava?  No, I donôt like cassava. 

¶ Negative form of the Simple Past Tense, e.g. Did you go to school yesterday? Yes I did/No I didnôt 

go to school. 

¶ Form sentences using can, do, is, and are. e.g. Do you go to school on Sundays? Can you play 

football? Is Lamin your friend?   

¶ Be able to form sentences using the past form of can, do, is, and are. E.g. I did my homework. Penda 

could play football. Junking was late yesterday. They were absent on Monday.    

¶ Actions done in the past using regular and irregular verbs, e.g.  

- Regular verbs: dance, walk, clap, look, jump, etc. 

- Irregular verbs: eat, sing, write, go, come, etc. 

 

Pupils should be able to use Possessive  Adjectives (my, your, his, her, our, their) to show ownership,  

e.g. This is my book. That is your book. That is her book. 
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4.Time  

 

 

 

 

5.Extension of Phonics 

 

 

 

 

6.Spellings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Reading  

 

 

 

 

 

8.Opposite Adjectives  

 

 

 

10.Vocabulary  

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to tell the time (Oôclock, Half Past) on the clock face and say what time they carry out 

daily activities.E.g. 

- What time is it? It is ten Oôclock. It is Half past nine. 

- What time do you get up/go to bed/come to school? 

Pupils should be able to read words from phonic groups studied in grade one with the use of flash cards and 

individual letter cards. E.g.  

- Magic óeô with a, i, o, u 

- Blend o, oa, bi, ar, etc. 

Pupils should be able to spell a range of words from a high frequency of the following groups : 

¶ Short and correct phonic words 

¶ Magic óeô words 

¶ Words containing the learnt blends and diagraphs 

¶ Unknown words using phonic knowledge 

 

Pupils should be able to develop reading by: 

¶ Reading aloud sentences and short passages independently taking note of punctuations e.g. full stop, 

comma, etc. 

¶ Reading short passages silently and answer questions to show understanding. 

¶ Reading in pairs and groups. 

Pupils should be able to use opposite adjectives to describe people and objects. e.g. this is a big/small ball. My 

brother is tall/short. The water is  hot/cold.  The classroom is clean/dirty.  Her dress is wet/dry. Etc. 

 

 

Pupils should be able to use a range of vocabulary in dialogues on the themes ; shopping, farming, sport, 

festivals, transport, and clothes.  e.g. What do you want? I want some bananas. Do you have any tea? Have to 

got a box of matches?  Yes I have/no I havenôt. etc. 
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11. Songs, Rhymes, Stories, and Dialogue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Writing  

 

Pupils should be able to: 

¶ Listen attentively to stories and retell appropriately though miming, drawing, discussion, and 

dramatisation. 

¶ Participate in simple dialogue related to school, home, the market, etc. 

¶ Answer questions and summarise information heard orally. 

 

Pupils should develop skills in the following : 

¶ Writing short phrases and sentences in answer to questions from blackboard, cards, or textbooks. 

¶ Writing shared composition on simple descriptions of people, places, objects, themselves, their families 

and their interest. 

¶ Writing as a means of communication through drawings on sand and on paper to communicate 

messages 

¶ Putting words in the right order, gap filling, and guided writing. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

GRADE 2 

TERM 3 

 

KNOWLEDGE  SKILLS  

1.Instructions (Commands, Negative) 

 

2.Tenses  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.The Time  

 

 

 

 

4.Vocabulary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.Numbers 1- 100 

 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

¶ Extend knowledge of instructions to include positive instructions (stand up, close your books, run to 

the door) and negative instructions (donôt fight, donôt close your books) in speech and in writing. 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

¶ Use knowledge of past simple tense to include more regular forms, e.g. look ï looked, cook ï cooked, 

kick ï kicked, in oral and written work. 

¶ Use knowledge of past simple tense to include more irregular verbs, eat ï ate, write ï wrote, drink ï 

drank, in oral and written work. 

 

Pupils should be able to : 

¶ Tell the time (Oôclock, half past, and quarte past) on a clock face. e.g. 3 Oôclock, 6 Oôclock, 9 Oô 

clock,  half past 2, 2.30       quarter past 2,  2.15 

 

Pupils should be able to use a range of vocabulary relating to : 

¶ Farming; e.g. plough, hoe, rice, groundnuts, farmer. 

¶ Transport; driver, drive, road, traffic, passenger. 

¶   Clothes; price, tailor, machine, sewing.   

¶ Hospital, feeling ill, sick, patient, admit, injection, medicine. 

 

Pupils should be able to : 

¶ Count from one to hundred and relate numbers to words; 6-six, twenty-20, thirty-five-35 one 

hundred-100. 
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6.Pronouns (Possessive)  

 

 

 

 

7.Adjectives  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.Phonics  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.Listening and Speaking  

 

 

 

 

 

10.Silent Reading 

 

¶ Read and write numbers in words up to hundred. e.g.  one, fourteen, forty-seven, ninety-eight 

Pupils should be able to : 

¶ Identify and say who things belong to using possessive pronouns.  Itôs hers, his, theirs, ours, yours 

¶ Answer oral questions using classroom objects. e.g. books, pencils, tables 

 

Pupils should be able to use a range of adjectives to describe: 

¶ People:  good boy, beautiful girl, happy baby. 

¶  Objects: big cup, small table, clean classroom, dirty  house. 

¶ Animals: hungry wolf, wounded lion, mad dog. 

¶ Plants: big tree, sweet orange, green vegetables, bitter  tomatoes. 

 

Pupils should be able to : 

¶ Read words from the phonic groups studied in class, e.g.  

dr:  drop, dry, drawn  

sl:  slow, sleep, slap  

sw: sweep, swim, sweet  

sm: small, smile, smell 

¶ Identify extended range of secondary sounds and sound changes during reading. 

¶ Participate fluently in the recitation of rhymes, tongue-twisters, e.g. She shells sea-shells on the sea 

shore; songs, and dialogues. 

Pupils should be able to listen attentively and discuss: 

¶ Stories in pairs or groups. (Refer to pupilsô book 5). 

¶ Special announcements made during  assembly 

¶ Presentations by other adults, e.g. the history of their village/town. 

They should also be able to summarise information heard and retell in their own words in English.  

 

Pupils should be able to read short passages silently and answer questions on them. 




